THE MAGICIAN - TAROT

INTRODUCTION
This Tarot presents a novel concept: going through the arcana in order you will discover a very short biography of a historian of religions but also my view on relevant events around him. 
Although he has 15 published books and countless scientific articles he is not very well known by Romanians. If some prestigious publishers in the United States had not lost his digital copies he would have had about 5 more volumes. To these could be added about 15 unpublished volumes written by the middle of his life. 
My interest in this man is not only in terms of his written and unwritten tomes, for me he is the essential Romanian magician who never made it back home. 
This Tarot was designed around the concept presented; if this Tarot is to be used for divination I recommend the use by someone who is advanced in the use of the Rider Waite Classic Tarot.


MINOR ARCANA
Batons
1 of Batons
Reporter: - Do you consider yourself a disciple of Eliade?
Ioan Petru Culianu: - Eliade said about me that I am his disciple. Yes, I consider myself Eliade's disciple.


2 of Batons
"My whole existence is bound to Mircea Eliade."


3 of Batons
On 4 July 1972 Culianu fled the communist regime and settled in Italy. There he continued the line of Eliade's work, but was also the initiator of original and extensive studies in Gnosticism and Renaissance magic.


4 of Batons
Culianu had an impeccable academic approach, but atypical for academia he was also a practitioner of the magical and divinatory arts.


5 of Batons
Magical practice offered him the possibility to understand hidden or vanished universes, magical practice that is obviously considered controversial as a source of knowledge. Culianu religiously despised lying, falsifying data and facts and therefore his political approaches were not without controversy either.

6 of Batons
Before his death Eliade told Culianu that Culianu would be the best teacher of history of religions. After many hardships, Culianu achieved both academic and personal success in the late 1980s in Chicago.

7 of Batons
Culianu expounds in his book «Eros and Magic in the Renaissance» that the origins of science lie in Renaissance magic. This line of thought was ignored by his colleagues after his death. 


8 of Batons
He succeeded in decoding the tree of gnosis and distinguishing between mind games based on gnostic rules and power games played in the name of gnostic faith.



9 of Batons
Culian works with a lot of source material. In books such as «Out of this World»  he approached the subject from the perspective of all religions, but also from a contemporary perspective. He was fluent in dozens of old and new languages. He could also work up to 18 hours a day at the computer.

10 of Batons
Culianu's aspiration was to order the Gnostic myths and explain the manifestations of the Spirit from the perspective of how they are generated.

Student of Batons
Science in its contemporary form is presented by Culianu as having religious origins and motivations. Capitalist scientism is stripped thus of all absolute and universal claims.



Professor of Batons
Culianu, through the power of intellect, mystical experience and inheritance from Eliade was able to see the real power plays of the minds of those behind the scenes.


Secretary of Batons
Culianu, like Giordano Bruno, fell into the graces of the Gnostic goddess Sofia.


Professor-doctor of Batons
Culianu understood or intuited a game of any kind and all its undercurrents. It was only a matter of time before the game-makers would notice him.


CUPS
1 of Cups
All the hardships Culianu has met and conquered have strengthened his integrity. He managed to win the game by the rules of those who made them, and that's why he got knocked out of the game. But the spiritual world in which he invested his life has other rules, and for Culianu the spiritual game continues.


2 of Cups
Culianu was engaged to Hillary Wiesner and about to be married.


3 of Cups
In 1990, when the Ceaușescu archons were shown dead on TV and people were rejoicing in the streets, it seemed that everything had come true for Culianu and for the Romanians in the country.

4 of Cups
Although he achieved professional and financial success, he continued to successfully share the knowledge he had accumulated through books and in-depth articles. 



5 of  Cups
His joy that Romania had a chance at a new begining didn't last, because he noticed that the people of the old system were running Romania. He has healed, but Romania was not yet healed.


6 of Cups
Although things were not going well in Romania, Culianu's life was successful. In a way he was "living the American Dream".


7 of Cups
Culianu understood that someone in the shadows had brought about the 1989 Revolution. He publicly stated that he suspected the KGB. But in the documentary «Checkmate, Strategy of a Revolution», Susanne Brandstatter exposes the CIA's coordination of the entire Romanian Revolution operation. The same is true today for Ukraine, and for the colourful Revolutions made according to Gene Sharp's manual.


8 of Cups
For Culianu, success included also the pursuit of spiritual quests.


9 of Cups
By March 1991 Culianu had received his green card, and in July he would have also received American citizenship, the only thing he needed to formalize his definitive position as a professor.


10 of Cups
Towards the end of the summer of 1991, Culianu had planned to come to Romania to introduce his future wife to his family.


Student of Cups
Culianu was popular with the students, regularly going out with them.



Professor of Cups
At the university he taught a course in divination, and at the end of this course, students had to know how to deal Tarot



Secretary of Cups
May 21, 1991, 1:05 p.m., at the University of Chicago Divinity School, in the secretary's office: "Did you hear that?" 



Professor-doctor of Cups
May 21, 1991, 1:00 p.m., at the University of Chicago Divinity School, Culianu makes a one-minute phone call to someone in Medellin, Colombia. Culianu's teaching career was over.


Swords

1 of Swords
On May 21, 1991, 1:05 p.m., Culianu is shot in the back of the head in the restroom of the University of Chicago Divinity School.


2 of Swords
There is something divisive in Western political culture, thousands of schisms, as if divide et impera had spread fractally throughout all the Western civilization.

 
3 of Swords
It's possible that the same kind of schism that exited between scientific apparatuses existed in the first American Civil War.


4 of Swords
November 1989 - Culianu's friends said he was very worried because a TV, a computer, floppy disks and some bottles of wine had been stolen. Culianu seemed deeply concerned about the break-in.


5 of Swords
In «Brought to Light», Alan Moore shows just how far the "Company's" dirty work can go, including the bomb planted in La Penca. 

6 of Swords
In the explosion in La Penca 7 people died, including 3 journalists. Tony Avirgan and his injured wife investigated the circumstances and concluded it was the CIA.


7 of Swords. 
Culianu used cryptography extensively. For example his pager was encrypted when it was decrypted by the FBI after the assassination, the information on it was still encrypted but this time not in a digital way.


8 of Swords 
In October 1990 his apartment was broken into again and some diskettes went missing, but this time he didn't seem so worried.


9 of Swords
After his murder on May 21, 1991, some of his personal diskettes went missing again, the 3rd time.


10 of Swords
JFK, RFK, MLK, Malcolm X, John Lennon, Frank Olson, Jack Parsons, Shane Todd, Gerarld Bull, Nikola Tesla, Aaron Swartz. Did Romanian Secret Service do it?

Student of Swords
FBI - took over the case from Chicago Police Department.

Professor of Swords
But so seriously did the FBI take on the case  that they didn't produce a sketch of the killer only three years after Culianu's death, which was only published in the Romanian press after appearing in a biography.

Secretary of Swords
Wendy Doniger, who excitedly read Culianu's epitaph and announced the sad news to his fiancée, apparently had an interest in writing a very specific type of religious history, having been accused by journalists in India of being a CIA spy.

Professor-Doctor of Swords
Lance DeHeven-Smith in his book «Conspiracy Theory in America» documents how the CIA coined the phrase "conspiracy theory" to discourage alternative investigations of John Kennedy's death.


Coins
1 of Coins
What was so special about Romania that it was able to offer the world two of the world's leading specialists in the history of religion? 




2 of Coins
Romania lies at the confluence of East and West. This is precisely why Romanians have been able to balance two completely different paradigms of the world.



3 of Coins 
Any economic system that has been adapted by Romanians has always achieved a certain stability.




4 of Coins
Even under economically inefficient Communism, a certain social class was sitting on suitcases of foreign currency.




5 of Coins
That class with American and Western help contributed to Romania's economic impoverishment.


6 of Coins
Making the population dependent on foreign capital aid.





7 Coins
Western capital brought prosperity to the few, but very many Romanians were brought to serfdom.





8 Coins
If we want to survive at least as an ethos, if not as a nation, we will have to find a way, either inherited or worthy of inheritance.




9 of Coins
Maybe a "subsistence" garden would be more than a good start, we don't know yet.



10 of Coins
After the Revolution the insidious fight against the family continued. Communism did, however, form many strong families, but many were broken up after its fall. The bankruptcy of capitalism again brings to the fore the importance of a healthy family.

Student of Coins
The Romanians were nevertheless able to survive in an ever unstable political cycle, in which the boyars skinned alive the prince, and the prince impaled the boyars.


Professor of Coins
It is hard to say how Culianu would have wanted us to heal as a nation, but it is certain that he would have wanted us to do so and not to embrace the most nefarious ideas of the West.


Secretary of Coins
Now whoever grew up and chose to still live in our lands, may have been disappointed by Romanian society, yet also experienced the joy and bliss, choosing to stay.


Professor-Doctor of Coins
Debatable what Romania will do now in the current economic situation. A first step would be to take our economic and informational independence into our own hands.

SEA CRAFT
0 THE NEBUNE

In the work Iocari serio, Culianu presents the serious game of magic, Renaissance science being a magical science, Renaissance humanists being mainly magicians. Beauty and play are the Romanian ethical basis.


I - THE MAGICIAN
The Romanian ethos has always had magic in the foreground. For example, it includes techniques of memory, anamnesis, both in poetry and songs, 
but also in popular patterns.





II - THE HIGH PRIESTESS
Imagination and intelligence in folk magic are perfectly combined.







III - THE EMPRESS
Magic translated into action. Not surprisingly, the interest in "charms" magic is linked to the sexual partner.



IV - THE EMPEROR
Or when not of a sexual nature it is one for the preservation of power.



V - THE HIEROPHANT
Western progress has encompassed and taken over categories of life that previously operated under the spectrum of Christian magic


VI - LOVERS
Romanian eros at the present moment is also totally captivated by the Western model.



VII - THE PHAETON
There are plenty of magicians in the post-December economy, too, Romanian Secret Service, PR and marketing people, the information industry, etc. There are a also a few Romanians who have managed to prosper to some extent in occasional services.


VIII - STRENGTH 
The fact that the mind exists separately and can control the body extends the game to infinite possibilities. It changes priorities.


IX - THE HERMIT
Mental exploration increases the capacity for introversion. 
Exploration of peak experiences.


X - WHEEL OF FORTUNE
For those who discover the early stages of the mind, see that you make your own luck. Opportunities come when you consider both your physical and mental natures and glimpse a synergy between them.



XI - JUSTICE
Synergy between mind and body leads to an increase in power, which also leads to an increase in responsibility, both for the inner and outer ecology.



XII - THE HANGED MAN
Out of this kind of justice and responsibility to the outer or inner ecology can come a temporary isolation.


XIII - DEATH
In this way, [through radical transformation that comes out of ethics, withdrawl and focus] we reach the annihilation of any cycle that blocks us.



XIV - TEMPERANCE 
Then a strong mental balance and continuity of mind is achieved.



XV - THE DEVIL
But even from this purely mental balance one can reach corruption from an excess of materialism. Thus we find that we have spirit also.


XVI - THE TOWER
Thus all that we have built up that was not compatible with our threefold nature (body, mind, soul) will fall apart.



XVII - THE STAR
Then [with all excess out of the way] we will discover the light of our own genius.



XVIII - MOON
We will begin to create realities, some of which, however, are also projections still unclear.




XIX - SUN
When the light of the spirit will be stronger, our shadow becomes clearer.





XX - JUDGMENT
A paradigm transformation: light comes from all directions, we live ethically.




XXI - WORLD
We will have a truly integral life, centered in body and soul.


